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 STUDY: ARISE, Sex-trafficking
This is the second study of eight that are   planned over the next two year on women.

Opening Prayer
Pray for the safety of sex-trafficking victims and individuals involved in the sex-
trade.

Loving God, be present with sex-trafficking victims and individuals involved in 
the sex-trade. Shield them from harm, protect them from danger, and hold them 
safely in the palm of your hands. We pray this all in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Introduction
Samantha’si parents had a tumultuous relationship and divorced when 

she was quite young. Her mother remarried when she was 10-years-old. Her 
stepfather seemed nice and charming. He wanted Samantha to call him “Daddy,” 
and always complimented her on her appearance.

Late one night, her stepfather stumbled into her room, drunk, and molested 
Samantha. She started to cry and scream, but he held his hand over her mouth 
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trying to quiet her. The next morning, her stepfather acted as though nothing had 
happened. Over the following months, he would look for reasons to be alone 
with Samantha and the abuse would continue.

Samantha’s grades declined, she began to self-harm, and after a pregnancy 
scare she was sent to live with her aunt and uncle. Her cousins did not like 
having to share their parents’ attention with Samantha and she was frequently 
bullied. She moved into a bedroom in the basement to create the separation. The 
basement’s dark corners hid her stepfather’s continued abuse and served as an 
easy access for a number of her uncle’s friends.

The adults in her life had failed to protect her and at 13-years-old, Samantha 
decided to runaway. She convinced a friend to go to Toronto with her, but after a 
couple hours her friend got scared and took a bus back to the suburbs. Samantha 
was on her own, hungry, scared, and not knowing where to go. She sat down on 
the sidewalk and attempted to beg for change.

A man and woman walked by. They were wearing brand-name clothes 
and walking like they owned the block. Everyone seemed to know them and 
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Samantha watched captivated by what she saw. A short while later, 
the man came back and said there was a way for her to make more 
money than she could ever imagine. He offered her shelter, food, and 
clothes, so she went with him.

When he brought her to his hotel room, she met several other 
girls her age with similar experiences. At a fancy hotel, with friends 
her age that understood her, Samantha thought she had finally found 
her place in the world. She did not realize at the time, how wrong she 
was. For the next three years, she was part of a child sex-trafficking 
ring. She was moved to a different city or hotel every few days. 
Samantha was forced to serve over 50 clients a week and if she 
didn’t she was threatened and beaten.

On a trip back to Toronto, she caught a glimpse out the front 
window and recognized where they were; this was the exit for her 
hometown. All Samantha wanted was to go to her grandmother’s 
house for Christmas. She began pleading with her traffickers and 
tried to open the passenger door. When that failed, she tried the 
windows and began kicking at the glass. The driver’s swerving and 
speeding, in an attempt to deter Samantha, succeeded in attracting 
the police. When the car was pulled over, the police quickly realized 
they had busted a child sex-trafficking ring.

Biblical Reflection
Read Rahab’s story as found in Joshua 

2:1–24 and Joshua 6:15–26 
How is Rahab described in this story? 
What is said or implied about her 
based on her actions?
God could have led the spies to 
any house in Jericho, why did God 
choose Rahab?
How are the promises made, 
fulfilled for Rahab? 
What might this imply for us 
today?
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What Our Church is Doing
ARISE Ministry is a mission of the Presbytery of East Toronto which offers 

hope to sex-trafficking victims and sexually exploited people through a ministry 
of outreach, case management, and pastoral care. 

ARISE collaborates with Salvation Army Corps 614 and Yonge Street 
Mission to offer street-level outreach to women involved in the sex-trade in 
Toronto. In anticipation of the 2015 Toronto Pan-Am Games and the rise in the 
sex-trade activity associated with large sporting events, ARISE co-ordinated 
with its outreach partners to offer increased outreach during the Games. Through 
collaboration with Salvation Army Corps 614 and Yonge Street Mission, help 
of volunteers, and the generous support of many congregations and individuals, 
outreach was offered every night during the 2015 Toronto Pan-Am Games. 
Together, during the Games we gave out 320 outreach bags, many bottles of 
water, and packages of gum. Outreach is more than giving out supplies, these 
numbers point to a deeper reality of the conversations had, kindness shown, and 
hope kindled.

ARISE offers a case management program, which provides one-on-one 
support to women seeking to exit the sex-trade. The case management program 
is client-centred and goal-oriented. Participants identify their long-term goals, 
set weekly goals each week towards meeting these goals, and receive support in 
the achievement of these goals. Weekly case management meetings consist of 
discussion and reflection on a variety of life skills, goal setting, and pastoral care.

This is sex-traffickingii
•	 98% of sex-trafficking victims worldwide are women and children.
•	 93% of Canada’s trafficking victims come from Canada.
•	 The most common recruitment age in Canada is 13–14-years-old.
•	 The worldwide profits from sex-trafficking is $99 billion (US).
•	 The average annual profit from each female trafficked in Canada is $280,000
•	 91% of the sex-trafficked girls, in one study,iii experienced childhood abuse 

in their homes.
•	 84% of Canadian respondents, in one study,iv had been sexually abused as 

children; the mean number of childhood sexual abuse perpetrators was five.
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You my brothers,  were cal led to be free. 
~Galatians 5:13

Ashleyv and I have an ongoing outreach relationship. She always asks about 
a former colleague of mine and frequently requests that we remember her in our 
prayers. We have been present with her through her struggles with abusive men, 
addiction, and street-life. We have helped her get to detox and safety, and talked 
about the sense of failure she feels in each relapse.

Walking towards Ashley one outreach night, we could see that she was 
talking to a male customer. She asked if we could come back later because she 
really did want to talk. We were about 20 meters away when she called back, 
“Deborah, I’m sorry. Can you come back? You’re worth more to me than him 
right now.”

It was a bold statement of affirmation and of hope. She talked about her 
desperate need for change and her hope that this time would be different. Then 
she said, “You’re doing some revolutionary work and I need to be part of it.” 
ARISE is giving hope and changing lives.

By God’s grace and through the generous support of Presbyterians Sharing, 
the Women’s Missionary Society, the Edwards Charitable Foundation, the 
Presbytery of East Toronto, and many congregations, groups, and individuals, 
HOPE LIVES HERE!

To Think About:

Abuse and exploitation often occur before someone becomes a victim of sex-
trafficking. Adverse childhood experiences place individuals at increased risk for 
a variety of concerns, including being vulnerable to recruitment by traffickers. 
Prevention involves us all.
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Sex-trafficking involves 
the control, coercion, and 

manipulation of an individual for 
the purpose of sexual exploitation. 

Pimps and traffickers are 
understood as being the same.

Pimps and traffickers utilize 
different tactics in recruiting and 
maintaining control; these tactics 
are differentiated as either finesse 

pimping or guerrilla pimping.

Finesse pimping is when someone 
is manipulated into situations 

where they seemingly make their 
own decisions to enter, sell sexual 

services, and give their money 
to a trafficker. Finesse pimping 

techniques include the following: 
put victims into situations in which 

they feel obligated to pay back 
kindness shown to them; use bait 
and switch techniques that serve 
to exploit the dreams of victims; 
and utilize victims’ attempts to 

provide for their own basic needs.iv

Guerrilla pimping is recruitment 
by force. A trafficker will 

approach and force a victim 
to work through the use of 

threat, physical violence, and 
intimidation.iiv

Pimps and
Traffickers:

• What ways are you helping at-risk 
and vulnerable children and youth? 

• What programs, mission, or outreach 
does your church offer vulnerable 
and at-risk children and youth?

• How can you reach out to at-
risk children and youth in your 
community?

• How can your church strengthen the 
sense of belonging that children and 
youth feel?

• What ways have your perceptions 
of sex-trafficking in Canada been 
challenged by this study, and how 
can you share what you’ve learned?

Additional Activities
Watch the documentary, Nefarious: 

Merchant of Souls (Available for rent/
purchase: http://nefariousdocumentary.
com/).

Share what you learned from 
the documentary about global sex-
trafficking. Compare what you learned 
with assumptions you had and/or 
commonly held cultural perceptions.

Encourage your church or community 
to use The Presbyterian Church in 
Canada’s “Presbyterians are talking 
about …” on Human Trafficking. (http://
presbyterian.ca/talking-about/)
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In my 
anguish 
I cried to 
the Lord, 
and he 

answered 
by setting 
me free. 

~ Psalm 118: 5

Closing Prayer
Let us pray today for those in bondage and exploited 

through human trafficking around the world. We pray for 
God’s wondrous love to liberate, redeem, and emancipate.

Liberator, Redeemer, Emancipator
(These terms roll easily off our lips.)

For your power that notices,
Your passion that descends,
Your freedom that liberates, 
We thank you.

We hold in your presence all those bondaged:
in fear and despair
victims of abuse, victims of human trafficking, women 
and children who need protection.

Let your wondrous love arise.
We hold in your presence all those bondaged:

in helplessness and hopelessness,
those stuck in a cycle of addiction, those who treat mental 
health concerns through self-medication, those who 
contemplate ending it all.

Let your wondrous love arise.
We hold in your presence all those bondaged:

in poverty and weariness,
those who slept in shelters last night, those who slept on 
the streets, those who do not know where their next meal 
will come from.

Let your wondrous love arise.
We hold in your presence all those bondage:

in crime, war, and violence
Let your wondrous love arise.

We hold in your presence all those bondaged:
in narcissism and self-indulgence,
in busy-ness and stuckness,
in bitterness and blindness,

Let your wondrous love arise.



	 37November/December	2015

Work your wonders among us:
in your strength like a hurricane,
in your gentleness like nursing,
in your abiding love like forever.

Work your wonders,
we pray in the name of Jesus. Amen.viii

i	 Names	and	various	details	have	been	changed	to	protect	identity.
ii	 “From	Heartbreaking	to	Groundbreaking:	Stories	and	Strategies	to	end	sex-trafficking	in	
Canada.”	Canadian	Women’s	Foundation,	Fall	2014

iii	 “Domestic	Minor	Sex-trafficking:	A	Network	of	Underground	Players	in	the	Midwest.”	Celia	
Williamson	and	Michael	Prior,	2009

iv	 “Prostitution	and	Trafficking	in	Nine	Countries:	An	Update	on	Violence	and	Posttraumatic	
Stress	Disorder.”	Melissa	Farley	et	al.,	2003

v	 Name	changed	to	protect	identity.
vi	 “Domestic	Minor	Sex-trafficking:	A	Network	of	Underground	Players	in	the	Midwest.”	Celia	
Williamson	and	Michael	Prior,	2009,	50

vii	 “Domestic	Minor	Sex-trafficking:	A	Network	of	Underground	Players	in	the	Midwest.”	Celia	
Williamson	and	Michael	Prior,	2009,	51

viii	 Adapted	by	Rev.	Deb	Rapport	from	Awed to Heaven, Rooted in Earth: Prayers of Walter 
Brueggemann,	2003.

Serving with Glad and 
Generous Hearts 
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